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Prior to arriving in the United 

States, the Pope visited Cuba. An Asso-
ciated Press article, as reprinted in 
The Post and Courier this week, said 
Pope Francis gave a message that Cu-
bans should ‘‘overcome ideological pre-
conceptions and be willing to change.’’ 

In the communist totalitarian dicta-
torship of Cuba, only the communist 
ideology is allowed to be changed. 
Hopefully, change will lead to freedom, 
as proven by Pope John Paul II. 

Change must come to the economy 
which was stolen from its owners and 
is now held by the Cuban military, 
which controls over 70 percent of all 
businesses. This corrupt regime impov-
erishing its citizens has been propped 
up by the Soviet Union and then Cha-
vez of Venezuela. Both have now failed, 
as Russians and Venezuelans see the 
failure of Big Government. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and may the President by his actions 
never forget September the 11th in the 
global war on terrorism, and God bless 
a liberated Cuba. 
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THE GENERIC DRUG MARKET 
(Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia 

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. 
Speaker, we all saw this past week as 
the press reported on a drug that was 
raised from $13.50 a tablet to $750 a tab-
let. If you spend about 60 seconds with 
a physician or a pharmacist, you will 
find this has been going on for a couple 
of years now. 

Very common drugs, Narcan, that 
our first responders use, and digoxin 
and nitroglycerin that our heart pa-
tients use, nitroglycerin has gone from 
8 cents a tablet to $8 a tablet over the 
last couple of years. The same thing 
has happened with doxycycline, a ge-
neric antibiotic that has been on the 
market for years. 

Mr. Speaker, I just want to ask the 
FDA and the Federal Trade Commis-
sion to work together to help stop this 
fleecing of America and what is hap-
pening in the generic drug market. 
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AVIAN INFLUENZA AND 
GEORGIA’S EFFORTS 

(Mr. COLLINS of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to bring attention to 
the importance of the poultry industry 
to Georgia and the issue of highly 
pathogenic avian influenza. 

Georgia is the Nation’s leading poul-
try-producing State, and my hometown 
of Gainesville proudly claims the title 
of ‘‘chicken capital of the world.’’ The 
poultry industry is critical to the 
Ninth District of Georgia and the State 
as a whole. The jobs of 138,000 Geor-
gians depend on the poultry industry, 
and poultry represents almost half of 
Georgia’s entire agriculture sector. 

Given the scale and importance of 
the industry to Georgia, it is critically 
important that adequate attention is 
paid to the potential threat of bird flu. 
We saw the devastating impact of a 
highly pathogenic AI outbreak earlier 
this year. It was the worst animal dis-
ease outbreak in U.S. history. Now, 
with birds migrating south for the win-
ter, we have to face the prospect of a 
disease striking the poultry industry 
again. 

Mr. Speaker, APHIS has released a 
fall plan, and I understand that USDA 
has been in touch with State govern-
ments. But we must do more than sim-
ply conceptualize a response. We need 
to take proactive steps to prevent the 
spread and severity of high-path AI. 

I want to commend Commissioner 
Black and the Georgia Department of 
Agriculture for their dedication to pre-
paring for a potential outbreak and the 
commitment of thousands of Georgians 
who depend on the poultry industry. 

I am calling on all agencies to work 
closely with Georgia and implement 
meaningful measures in coordination 
with State needs and recommenda-
tions. We need to shorten response 
time, install biosecurity measures, and 
work to prevent or reduce future out-
breaks. We simply cannot wait to act. 
Steps must be taken now to mitigate 
damages to this industry that is so 
vital to the economy in northeast 
Georgia. 
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RESPONSIBLY AND PROFES-
SIONALLY INVIGORATING DE-
VELOPMENT ACT OF 2015 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. MARINO. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rials on H.R. 348. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
LAMALFA). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Pennsyl-
vania? 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to House Resolution 420 and rule 
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in 
the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union for the further 
consideration of the bill, H.R. 348. 

Will the gentleman from Tennessee 
(Mr. DUNCAN) kindly resume the chair. 
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
Accordingly, the House resolved 

itself into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union for the 
further consideration of the bill (H.R. 
348) to provide for improved coordina-
tion of agency actions in the prepara-
tion and adoption of environmental 
documents for permitting determina-
tions, and for other purposes, with Mr. 
DUNCAN of Tennessee in the chair. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The CHAIR. When the Committee of 

the Whole rose on Thursday, Sep-

tember 24, 2015, all time for general de-
bate had expired. 

Pursuant to the rule, the bill shall be 
considered for amendment under the 5- 
minute rule. 

It shall be in order to consider as an 
original bill for the purpose of amend-
ment under the 5-minute rule an 
amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute consisting of the text of Rules 
Committee Print 114–26. That amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute shall 
be considered as read. 

The text of the amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute is as follows: 

H.R. 348 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Responsibly 
And Professionally Invigorating Development 
Act of 2015’’ or as the ‘‘RAPID Act’’. 
SEC. 2. COORDINATION OF AGENCY ADMINISTRA-

TIVE OPERATIONS FOR EFFICIENT 
DECISIONMAKING. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 5 of part 1 of title 
5, United States Code, is amended by inserting 
after subchapter II the following: 

‘‘SUBCHAPTER IIA—INTERAGENCY 
COORDINATION REGARDING PERMITTING 

‘‘§ 560. Coordination of agency administrative 
operations for efficient decisionmaking 
‘‘(a) CONGRESSIONAL DECLARATION OF PUR-

POSE.—The purpose of this subchapter is to es-
tablish a framework and procedures to stream-
line, increase the efficiency of, and enhance co-
ordination of agency administration of the regu-
latory review, environmental decisionmaking, 
and permitting process for projects undertaken, 
reviewed, or funded by Federal agencies. This 
subchapter will ensure that agencies administer 
the regulatory process in a manner that is effi-
cient so that citizens are not burdened with reg-
ulatory excuses and time delays. 

‘‘(b) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this sub-
chapter, the term— 

‘‘(1) ‘agency’ means any agency, department, 
or other unit of Federal, State, local, or Indian 
tribal government; 

‘‘(2) ‘category of projects’ means 2 or more 
projects related by project type, potential envi-
ronmental impacts, geographic location, or an-
other similar project feature or characteristic; 

‘‘(3) ‘environmental assessment’ means a con-
cise public document for which a Federal agen-
cy is responsible that serves to— 

‘‘(A) briefly provide sufficient evidence and 
analysis for determining whether to prepare an 
environmental impact statement or a finding of 
no significant impact; 

‘‘(B) aid an agency’s compliance with NEPA 
when no environmental impact statement is nec-
essary; and 

‘‘(C) facilitate preparation of an environ-
mental impact statement when one is necessary; 

‘‘(4) ‘environmental impact statement’ means 
the detailed statement of significant environ-
mental impacts required to be prepared under 
NEPA; 

‘‘(5) ‘environmental review’ means the Federal 
agency procedures for preparing an environ-
mental impact statement, environmental assess-
ment, categorical exclusion, or other document 
under NEPA; 

‘‘(6) ‘environmental decisionmaking process’ 
means the Federal agency procedures for under-
taking and completion of any environmental 
permit, decision, approval, review, or study 
under any Federal law other than NEPA for a 
project subject to an environmental review; 

‘‘(7) ‘environmental document’ means an envi-
ronmental assessment or environmental impact 
statement, and includes any supplemental docu-
ment or document prepared pursuant to a court 
order; 
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